
ocal Landcare groups responded quickly and effectively to the Black Summer bushfires. Landcare 
Australia identified the needs of Landcare groups early and has provided almost $2M in support in 2020.
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LANDCARE IN FOCUS

Landcare Australia is working with multiple partners, including 
WIRES, to empower Landcare groups and other local environmental 
community groups in bushfire and drought relief, recovery and 
resilience projects. Their support is helping to rebuild communities 
with on-ground projects including habitat restoration for threatened 
species, bushland regeneration, wellbeing and mental health activities, 
as well as engaging new volunteers who want to contribute.
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GETTING THOSE SMART IDEAS  
ON THE GROUND

LANDCARE GROUPS HAVE BEEN INTEGRAL TO 
THE BUSHFIRE RECOVERY EFFORT AND BUILDING 
RESILIENCE IN LOCAL COMMUNITTIES

T his $43.5 million initiative 
is a fantastic example of the 
Australian Government linking 

communities and sustainable agriculture 
to deliver real bang for buck returns for 
farmers and the environment.

Under Smart Farms Small Grants we’re 
looking for projects across a range of 
areas such as pest control, vegetation 
management, farm input efficiency, 
climate and market management, and the 
use of new technologies.

We are investing in farmers and 
communities with smart ideas so they 
can get their innovative practices out on 
the ground quickly.

About 300 projects spanning the length 
and breadth of Australia have been 
funded in the previous rounds including 
projects that are generating economic, 
social and biodiversity benefits. We’re 
seeing some great outcomes from 
projects improving orchard pollination 
and bee health using drone technology; 
utilising indigenous flora; and 
connecting experienced farmers with 
young farmers and students.

I n this period of on-going uncertainty, 
it’s encouraging to recognise Landcare 
as a solid foundation of our societal 

landscape. Despite all of the recent 
challenges, Landcare groups continue to 
work across much of the country on the 
projects important for their local area. 
And in those areas impacted by the most 
recent bushfires, Landcare groups have 
been integral to the recovery effort. They 
have been among the first to get recovery 
projects underway to support restoration 

of natural areas with significant benefits 
for the wellbeing of their communities. 
Landcare groups are embedded in their 
communities, this means they don’t 
stop working on projects or leave the 
area when conditions begin to improve. 
They remain involved for the long term, 
applying local experience and the lessons 
from previous events. It has become 
much clearer in recent times that the 
Landcare model is so successful because 
it builds long term resilience in local 

communities, applying experience, 
exploring innovations and supporting 
each other. When government agencies, 
business and supporters consider 
mechanisms for building resilience to 
climate change, drought and disaster 
events, well established Landcare groups 
and networks should be key partners 
in the resilience scaffolding.  With 
significant thanks to our partners and 
the outstanding efforts of Landcare 
groups, Landcare Australia has been 

successful at delivering more than 
$2m in funding for bushfire recovery 
projects in recent times. The funding 
has supported groups to grapple with 
the devastation and recovery in many 
regions including northern NSW, 
Gippsland and Kangaroo Island. However, 
there remains so much more to do and 
we will continue to work hard to support 
Landcarers, working together with the 
National Landcare Network and state and 
territory Landcare organisations.

Smart Farms Small Grants is an integral 
part of the Australian Government’s more 
than $1 billion investment under the 
second phase of the National Landcare 
Program.

We are now considering the applications 
we’ve received for Round 4, with 
successful projects to receive grants of 
between $5000 and $100,000. 

There will be more opportunities to 
apply, with further rounds still to come.

 

BUILDING DROUGHT RESILIENCE, 
NATURALLY

The Future Drought Fund is also 
investing $15 million in Natural Resource 
Management (NRM) as part of the 
Natural Resource Management Drought 
Resilience Program. 

The Program enables experimentation 
with transformative NRM practices 
and approaches for the management of 
natural resources as a tool to improve 
drought resilience on agricultural 
landscapes.  

I look forward to hearing how successful 

candidates use these funds to help 
boost the performance of Australian 
agriculture and increase its resilience to 
the impacts of future drought.

This is all part of our $5 billion enduring 
investment to provide secure, continuous 
funding to boost the performance of 
Australian Agriculture and increase 
resilience to the impacts of drought.   

 

 A NEW SOIL ADVOCATE

Former Governor of Queensland and 
distinguished Australian diplomat, the 
Honourable Penelope Wensley AC, has 
been announced as the next National 
Soils Advocate by the Prime Minister, the 
Honourable Scott Morrison MP.

As Australia’s former Ambassador for the 
Environment, Ms Wensley played a key 
role in negotiation of the UN Convention 
to Combat Desertification and has been 
Patron of Soils Science Australia since 
2011. 

In her new role as National Soils 
Advocate, she will raise awareness 
of the sustainable management of 

soil resources and the importance of 
conserving and improving agricultural 
soil and landscape conditions. 

Ms Wensley will continue the great work 
and international leadership of our first 
National Soils Advocate, Major General 
the Hon Michael Jeffery, AC, AO (Mil), 
CVO, MC (Retd). I would like to thank 
Major General Jeffrey for his tireless and 
passionate work on this important issue. 

This new appointment reaffirms the 
Government’s commitment to the 
sustainable management of soils for 
the best possible agricultural and 
environmental outcomes.

It’s World Soil Day on 5 December and 
Ms Wensley is keen to work with other 
organisations to advocate for better soil 
management.

I look forward to working with Ms 
Wensley on the development of the 
National Soils Strategy in partnership 
with state and territory governments 
and in close consultation with other 
key stakeholders including scientists, 
farmers and other land managers.

HON DAVID LITTLEPROUD MP, 
MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE, 
DROUGHT AND EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT

DR SHANE NORRISH,  
CEO LANDCARE AUSTRALIA
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E stablished in 1998 as an initiative 
of the ABC, in partnership with the 
Australian Government, Heywire 

is aimed at empowering young people 
from regional, rural and remote Australia 
to share their story on a national stage 
about life in their community. 

Participants are attracted to Heywire 
for the opportunity to celebrate regional 
Australia and make a difference in 
their communities. The majority of 
past participants say the program 
has increased their pride in regional 
Australia and encouraged them to make 
concrete change.

The Heywire program consists of six 
distinct but interconnected initiatives 
with each supporting regional youth 
at a different stage of their leadership 
journey: the ABC Heywire Storytelling 
Competition, ABC Heywire Broadcasts, 
Storytelling and Resilience Workshops, 

Heywire Trailblazers, the Heywire 
Regional Youth Summit and the 
Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal (FRRR) ABC Heywire Youth 
Innovation Grants.

Since 2013, Heywire has partnered with 
the FRRR to provide grants to regional 
youth and their supporters to implement 
ideas developed at the Heywire Summit. 
In September 2020, the Heywire winners 
saw their ideas become a reality when 
$185,000 was awarded to 24 youth-led 
projects in rural and regional Australia. 

At the Heywire Summit in Canberra 
participants also report feeling heard by 
politicians, policy makers and industry 
leaders, resulting in an increase in self-
confidence and empowerment.

Since winning Heywire in 2012, at the 
age of 17, with a story about the joys of 
farm life, Tiffany Davey from Cunderdin 

in Western Australia has become a 
powerful advocate for agriculture and 
rural communities. “Heywire was the key 
to becoming the person I am. It taught me 
two massive things: that I have a voice, 
and what my voice is.”

Off the back of Heywire, Tiffany 
developed a program to connect 
wheatbelt farmers with consumers, as 
well as writing a children’s book about 
a flock of sheep being shorn called ‘Five 
Thousand More To Go’ to raise awareness 
of the importance of agriculture.

Tiffany is also a prolific fundraiser for 
remote health charities and has revived 
a Bachelor and Spinsters ball in the tiny 
remote town of Yaraka, after a 25-year 
hiatus, to regenerate the economy and 
community after years of drought. 
Tiffany believes young people have the 
power to make a difference, particularly 
in the agriculture sector. “They say 50 

ABC HEYWIRE  |  A LIFE-CHANGING PROGRAM  
FOR YOUNG REGIONAL AUSTRALIANS

The team at Heywire managed to run the 
2020 Heywire Regional Youth Summit 
in early February, before the impacts of 
Covid-19 were felt. Image Supplied.

years ago, the [agricultural] industry 
was dying but from what I see, there are 
so many fantastic, passionate young 
people,” she said. “The future of the ag 
industry is in safe hands.”

An ANU evaluation of Heywire in 
2017 found that 96% of participants 
found Heywire was a “life-changer”, 
significantly enhanced their life and 
encouraged them to be more involved in 
the community”.

The team at Heywire managed to run the 
2020 Heywire Regional Youth Summit 
in early February, before the impacts of 
Covid-19 were felt. There were concerns 
that engagement may drop off, however 
participation in the program increased. 
The team have run more online 
storytelling and resilience workshops 
with students in remote schools, received 
the most applications for the Youth 
Innovation Grants and Trailblazers 
program ever, have had a record number 
of grant projects funded and saw an 
increase in the amount of entries 
submitted to the Heywire competition.

For the Heywire team, being able to 
swiftly transition to online mediums to 
run workshops, host award ceremonies 
and facilitate networking leadership 
opportunities online has been a 
challenge, but one that has led to an 
improvement in our ability to produce 
engaging online opportunities for young 
people.

The 2021 Heywire winners and 
Trailblazers will be announced very 
soon. At least 50 young rural Australians 
will have their stories amplified by the 
National Broadcaster. It really is an 
exciting time according to Heywire Lead 
Producer, Jonathan Atkins who is based 
in Lismore, NSW. “Being able to champion 
the stories from young people outside the 
cities is core to what we do.”

Amongst so much uncertainty in the 
world today, young rural Australians still 
need to be heard and Heywire (through 
its six initiatives) continues to support 
and celebrate regional youth resulting 
in  long-term positive impacts on rural 
young people and regional Australia.

2020 Heywire winner from Doubtful 
Creek NSW. Image Supplied.

Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency 
Management David Littleproud MP attending the 
Heywire Regional Youth Summit. Image Supplied.

CLONTARF ACADEMY VISITS 
FRIENDS OF FOGG DAM (FOFD) 
MODIFIED FROM A LANDCARE NT STORY WRITTEN BY  
PAULINE CASS, PRESIDENT OF FOFD.

T he Palmerston College, Clontarf 
Academy’s Year 11 boys came 
to visit Fogg Dam for a tour 

of the Ranger Station and Fogg Dam 
Conservation Reserve to assist with 
volunteer activity. Clontarf helps 
Indigenous boys improve self-esteem, 
develop life-skills, finish Year 12 and 
enter employment.

At the Ranger Station, rangers 
Michael and Billy spoke about their 
work at Fogg Dam. Several of the 
students were interested in becoming 
rangers and asked them describe their 
career pathways. 

The boys were impressed with the 
workshop where machinery and 
equipment is stored, serviced and 
repaired. They learned what the 
different equipment is used for and 
how rangers receive training in skills 
like welding and quad bike licences, 
necessary for the wide variety of tasks 
their job requires.

A light rain cooled us down while we 
checked out the croc trap alongside 
the workshop. Ranger Michael 

described the crocs he’s helped 
catch as part of his ranger duties 
and demonstrated how they are 
removed from the trap. Everyone had 
a crocodile story to tell and we learnt 
saltwater crocodiles chase the fresh 
water crocodiles away from Fogg Dam 
if not properly managed.

The vehicle shed also drew everyone’s 
attention as the boys heard how the 
airboats can navigate the shallow 
parts of Fogg Dam and be used to 
help manage weeds. The students 
then drove to Fogg Dam for a tour and 
working bee where they encountered 
agile wallabies, Jabirus and even a 
freshie.

It was a productive day for all 
involved. The boys learnt about what 
rangers do and the rangers took 
pride in sharing their knowledge and 
important work caring for Fogg Dam.

If you would like information 
about how your organisation/
school could be involved, please 
contact Landcare NT on 0476 
516631 or info@landcarent.org.au

F arm It Forward is a social 
enterprise that connects 
landowners and local young people 

passionate about growing food together 
to create socially and environmentally 
sustainable, local food production. 
In exchange for use of their property, 
landowners receive a weekly box of fresh 
organically grown veggies. 

Initially set up in the Blue Mountains, 
Farm It Forward develops skills, creates 
training and job opportunities and 
addresses social isolation issues. Excess 
produce is sold to local cafes, restaurants 
and/or the local food co-operative.

Farm it Forward recently teamed up with 
Hawkesbury-Nepean Landcare Network 
and North West Disability Services to run 

a volunteer day where they set up their 
first plot in Hawkesbury. Located at the 
secret gardens on WSU campus, the plot 
will be run by students to grow their own 
produce using permaculture practises. 
This is open to students of all levels of 
experience with food production and 
growing.

There is also an opportunity for young 

people to manage their own small plot on 
private land to get involved, for people 
to offer their land to be farmed for them 
and for people to volunteer and help out 
where they can.

If you are interested in volunteering 
at the campus plot specifically, email 
Katherine directly, landcare@hrcc.
nsw.gov.au or call 4574 9601.

PAYING IT FORWARD

Clontarf Academy’s Year 11 boys came to visit Fogg 
Dam for a tour of the Ranger Station and Fogg Dam 
Conservation Reserve. Image Supplied.

The boys heard how the airboats can 
navigate the shallow parts of Fogg 
Dam and be used to help manage 

weeds. Image Supplied.

Both Images: Farm It Forward is a social 
enterprise that connects landowners and 
local young people passionate about 
growing food together. Image Supplied.
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The Western Swamp Tortoise is one 
of the most Threatened Species in 

Australia. Image Supplied.

T he Western Swamp Tortoise is one 
of the most threatened species in 
Australia.  Most of the tortoises 

remaining are bred in the zoo, and 
released into highly restricted protected 
sites. In 2019, Ellen Brockman Integrated 
Catchment Group in Western Australia 
received a Gallagher Landcare Fencing 
Grant to fence off part of a Western 
Swamp Tortoise habitat to protect them 
from feral pig predation. 

The environmental outcomes of this trial 
project are very encouraging, showing 
reduced or no grazing damage to the 
fenced-off revegetation, providing cover 
and protection for the Western Swamp 
Tortoises that utilise the waterhole.  
With the fencing installed, no feral 
pigs entered resulting in no fouling of 
the waterhole and no predation on the 
Western Swamp Tortoise.

The group is continuing to monitor the 

fence lines and potential entry points of 
the feral pigs by camera, and to conduct 
counts on the plants, enabling them to 
make a comparison between revegetation 
success inside and outside the fence.

According to Rosanna Hindmarsh, 
Executive Director of the Ellen Brockman 
Integrated Catchment Group, “The grant 
was timely because the waterhole within 
the project site needed to be protected 
from feral pigs before the Western 
Swamp Tortoises came out of aestivation 
(hibernation), to prevent the pigs fouling 
the water, destroying the vegetation and 
prey on the tortoises.

With the success of this trial, it is hoped 
that the Ellen Brockman Integrated 
Catchment Group and the Department 
of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions will be able to implement 
an expanded project to protect the 
180-hectare reserve.

PROTECTING A THREATENED 
ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITY FROM 
FERAL PIGS AND OTHER PEST 
ANIMALS

S unshower Lagoon on the mid 
Murrumbidgee has become 
a haven for large numbers of 

waterbirds, frogs and turtles. Even 
the threatened southern bell frog has 
been found at the site for the first 
time in almost a decade.  

The installation of pipes and a mobile 
pump has meant water from the river 
could be pumped to the wetland in 
spring last year. After years of being 
dry, plants are coming back and the 
lagoon has been transformed into a 
wildlife magnet.

Located on private land, the 
landholder has been working with 
state and federal government 
agencies to help the lagoon recover. 
NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment 
installed the pipes for the pump 
so Commonwealth water for the 
environment could be delivered to the 
site.

Before rivers were changed to 
provide water for towns, industry 
and agriculture (known as ‘river 
regulation’), birds and plants relied 
on winter-spring rainfall to trigger 
feeding and breeding. Now winter-
spring rains are held in storage 
and released largely in summer for 
irrigation use. There’s also less water 
flowing in our rivers, so wetlands 
receive less water than they would 
have naturally.

Governments use water for the 

environment to restore some of the 
natural flow pattern and seasonality 
to help keep rivers and wetlands 
healthy. Water is delivered to targeted 
sites during the year when native 
plants and animals need it most. 

“In dry years when our allocations are 
low and we only have small amounts 
of water available, we need to be 
especially careful about where and 
how we deliver water, to squeeze the 
most benefits for the environment out 
of every drop” said Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Holder, Jody 
Swirepik. 

“To deliver water in the most 
efficient way possible, we partner 
with local landholders and use their 
infrastructure to get water to key 
sites like Sunshower Lagoon. This 
restores seasonal cues for fish to 
spawn, waterbirds and frogs to breed 
and helps native plants bounce back 
from long dry spells.”  

Monitoring over the next few years 
will track how Sunshower Lagoon 
recovers now that part of the natural 
watering pattern has been restored. 

For more on the Sunshower 
Lagoon project, visit 
environment.nsw.gov.au/news/
rehabilitation-of-murrumbidgee-
wetland

For more information about water 
for the environment visit  
environment.gov.au/water/cewo

SMART USE OF WATER 
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
AT SUNSHOWER LAGOON 
SHOWING PROMISING 
RESULTS

Monitoring over the next few years 
will track how Sunshower Lagoon 
recovers now that part of the 
natural watering pattern has been 
restored. Image Supplied. T he effects of climate change 

and natural disasters like 
bushfires, drought and floods 

are impacting the environment – and 
leaving our young people asking what 
they can do to make a difference.

So with the Landcare Youth Summit, 
we want to arm the next generation 
with the knowledge, tools and ideas to 
help preserve their own pocket of this 
unique landscape.

An online event on Tuesday 1 December, 

the Landcare Youth Summit will serve 
as a platform for young people looking 
to take action by getting involved 
in activities protecting their local 
environment.

Facilitated by Landcare Ambassador 
Sophie Taylor-Price - climate 
adaptation and sustainability 
consultant with EY, and granddaughter 
of Landcare champion and former 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke - young 
Australian people will have the unique 
chance to learn how to in get involved 

in Landcare at high school and their 
local community; how Landcare 
activities can help develop skills for 
employment; and why volunteering in 
the natural environment benefits your 
mental and physical wellbeing.

Through a series of panel discussions 
with experts from Climate Council, 
UN Youth and Farmers for Climate 
Action, and workshops with the 
specialists in conservation, sustainable 
agriculture, Indigenous perspectives 
and community wellbeing, young 

people will learn inspiring project 
ideas, career pathways, the means to 
join an existing or create their own 
Landcare group at high school or in 
their community. 

The panel sessions will be recorded 
and made available for everyone on the 
Landcare Australia website. 

For more information please visit  
landcareaustralia.org.au/
youthsummit

 A NEW GENERATION OF LANDCARERS

Skye Dunn, 16 and Mitchell 
Livington, 17, members of 
South Australia’s YACCA 
(Youth & Community in 
Conservation Action) are 
keen to see Landcare thrive 
throughout the younger 
generations. The young 
pair will present their work 
and experience at the 
Landcare Youth Summit

WHAT AGE DID YOU BECOME 
INVOLVED IN LANDCARE 
ACTIVITIES?
MITCHELL: I got involved when I was 15.

SKYE: 12 years old 
 
IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT 
IS THE AUSTRALIAN 
LANDSCAPE’S BIGGEST 
ENVIRONMENTAL THREAT?
MITCHELL: Feral pests and 
miss-managed waste leading to 
environmental pollution.  

SKYE: Global warming is a massive 
threat as well as the shocking lack of 
environmental education in schools, 
making it almost impossible to 
understand the foundations of good 
environmental practises and change at 
an early age.

HOW CAN YOUNG PEOPLE 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO 
PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT 
WITH LANDCARE?

MITCHELL: Young people have the 
time and energy to make a difference. 
Young people can volunteer at local 
environmental groups, events such as 
planting days and beach clean-ups, join 
or create local environmental youth 
groups and importantly research 
issues they are interested in and 
discuss them with friends and family. 

SKYE: Get involved! Ask questions, 
learn as much as you can, encourage 
your family and friends to challenge 
the mindset of ‘it’s too late’. Plant some 
(native) trees. Join a Landcare group!

WHAT PROJECTS ARE YOU 
CURRENTLY WORKING ON?

MITCHELL: We are currently planning 
a community engagement event (night 
walk) at the Aldinga Washpool, an 
important cultural and environmental 
site, and also organising and 
delegating the spending of grant 
money received from the National 
Resource Management Board for 
further environmental and community 
work at the Washpool. 

SKYE: We also run two YACCA groups 
a week for (14-10yr olds), and (5-10yr 
olds). Lessons include nature walks, 
plastic pollution, plant identification. 
We ask the kids what they want to learn 
and try to structure lessons/small 
projects for them around that.

WHY IS THE LANDCARE 
YOUTH SUMMIT CRUCIAL 
FOR EMPOWERING THE 
NEXT GENERATION OF 
LANDCARERS?

SKYE: It will hopefully gain insight 
into how young people can actively 
make change in their area, and 
hopefully allow the next generation 
to take a stand for what they believe 
in and become leaders in their own 
community. 

MITCHELL: The summit is a good 
opportunity for young people 
interested in environmental 
conservation to see what kinds of 
activities they can get involved with 
and learn practical ways to make a 
difference in their community. 

The Landcare Youth 
Summit will be facilitated 
by Landcare Ambassador 

Sophie Taylor-Price 
- climate adaptation 

and sustainability 
consultant with EY, 

and granddaughter of 
Landcare champion and 
former Australian Prime 

Minister Bob Hawke
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LANDSCAPE
Restoring the

AUSTRALIAN
W hile the Black Summer 

bushfires marked a period of 
unprecedented devastation 

on Australia’s unique landscape and 
biodiversity, the aftermath has seen an 
unparalleled, inspiring movement of 
restoration and recovery from dedicated 

Landcarers across impacted states and 
territories.

Working on a diverse range of projects 
including essential wildlife habitat 
restoration, shelterbelts and fencing 
projects and protection of our waterways, 

landholders, Landcare groups and other 
local community groups have stepped up 
their efforts in an extraordinary display 
of solidarity in bushfire and drought 
impacted communities across Australia.

To support these activities, Landcare 
Australia facilitated a series of grant 

programs in 2020 made possible by 
generous donations and ground-breaking 
partnerships that delivered vital funding 
to projects and groups across the country 
making a real difference.

M ade possible due to the 
extraordinary volume of 
donations from generous 

organisations and private donors, the 
Landcare Australian Bushfire Recovery 
Grants are supporting 23 wide-ranging 
regeneration projects focusing on 
activities including impacted rainforest 
revegetation, nest boxes for decimated 
native species and feeding programs for 

endangered wildlife.

Projects receiving vital funding and 
support include Cann Valley Landcare 
Group/Far East Gippsland Landcare 
Network who are working hard on 
proposed restoration works on 400 acres 
of private land straddling 4 kilometres 
of riverbank after fire ripped through 
the region. With bird nesting boxes 
constructed and installed to house 

animals at risk including the turquoise 
parrot and powerful owl, the group are 
also striving to save the Genoa River 
Correa, native only to the Genoa River 
region, relying on one last plant for the 
survival of the species.

Meanwhile, thirty minutes west of Coff’s 
Harbour, dedicated local volunteers from 
Nana Glen Landcare will use the financial 
boost to supplement food projects for 

fauna affected by the Liberation Trail 
fire in November 2019, assisting native 
species including goannas, eastern grey 
kangaroos and pretty faced wallabies.

And in Queensland, Gold Coast 
conservationists working with Watergum 
used funding for the planting of 400 trees 
to be harvested as food for koala and  
other native species in the region.

L aunched in April 2020, the WIRES 
Landcare Australia Wildlife Relief 
and Recovery Grants program is a 

pioneering alliance between two not-for-
profits that have been part of the fabric 
of local communities for over 30 years. 

64 environmental groups across 
the country are benefitting from 
the landmark $1.185million grants 
partnership supporting recovery of 
wildlife habitats impacted by bushfire 
and drought.

One group, Rainforest4Foundation 
used the funds to lead the way against 
fire-prone plant species in the hopes of 
future-proofing neighbouring rainforest 

after 5,000 hectares in the Nightcap 
and surrounding National Parks were 
devastated in the Black Summer fires.

Safeguarding habitat for impacted 
animals including koala and Red-legged 
Pademelon, Mullumbimby volunteers 
along with bush regeneration members 
of Madhima Gulgan Community 
Association, are concentrating on 
eradicating Running Bamboo, a 
highly flammable weed which burns 
exceptionally well, on impacted sites near 
the Whian Whian and Nightcap National 
Park.

Elsewhere in East Gippsland, East 
Gippsland Landcare Network will use 

funding to support volunteers of all ages 
to collect water samples from waterways 
in the region to determine how bushfires 
have impacted platypus populations.

The samples are then collected and 
analysed by experts for eDNA (or 
environmental DNA) to determine the 
presence of platypus numbers. This 
information will assist understanding 
of how platypus respond to bushfires 
and help identify priority areas for 
rehabilitation, revegetation and erosion 
control.

And six hours north of Adelaide in the 
red sand desert, conservationists with 
Arid Recovery are mounting a battle to 

protect some of Australia’s rarest species 
including burrowing bettongs, greater 
bilbies and western barred bandicoots 
from the impacts of the worst drought in 
recent memory.

With the region ravaged by exceptionally 
low rainfall in 2018 and 2019, coupled 
with the hottest summers ever recorded 
in northern South Australia, the group 
is relying on food and water stations and 
a proposed ‘drought paddock’ to protect 
animals pushed to the brink.

A  Bushfire Recovery program led 
by Landcare Australia, delivered 
in partnership with OzFish 

Unlimited and Native Fish Australia 
(Victoria), this new program will support 
initiatives to restore habitat for ten 
national priority threatened aquatic 
species in Queensland, Victoria and New 
South Wales.  

Funded by the Australian Government, 
the program is delivering support for on-
ground activities with local community 
groups, OzFish chapters, the endangered 
native fish hatchery run by Native Fish 

Australia (Victoria) and landowners 
across 17 bushfire affected areas.

The funding will provide on-ground 
bushfire recovery actions for ten 
threatened aquatic animals, including 
six fish species, three species of Spiny 
Crayfish and the Manning River 
Helmeted Turtle.

One project with Native Fish Australia 
(Victoria) is eager to support fish 
recovery with their restocking efforts of 
endangered fish to benefit restoration 
of local aquatic biodiversity. In 

collaboration with Landcare Australia, 
NFA will collect mature Macquarie Perch 
to be used in a breeding program for the 
species.

These broodfish will be taken to the NFA 
(Vic) endangered native fish hatchery 
located at La Trobe University, to produce 
Macquarie Perch fry. The fry produced 
will be grown in the hatchery until they 
reach a suitable size, and then released 
into the Buffalo River in north east 
Victoria once the habitat has sufficiently 
recovered. 

LANDCARE AUSTRALIA BUSHFIRE RECOVERY GRANTS 

WIRES LANDCARE AUSTRALIA  
WILDLIFE RELIEF AND RECOVERY GRANTS

LANDCARE AUSTRALIA AQUATIC WILDLIFE  
HABITAT BUSHFIRE PROGRAM

Volunteers from Nana Glen Landcare are 
using the financial boost to supplement 
food projects for fauna affected by the 
Liberation Trail fire in November 2019. 
Image Supplied.

In Mullumbimby, 
Rainforest4Foundation 
used the funds to lead 
the way against fire-
prone plant species in the 
hopes of future-proofing 
neighbouring rainforest. 
Pictured Kelvin Davis of 
R4F. Image Supplied.

East Gippsland Landcare 
Network will use funding to 

determine how bushfires 
have impacted platypus 

populations. Image 
EnviroDNA.

Dr Katherine Tuft 
of Arid Recovery 

releases bandicoot. 
Image Tori Wilson.

Cann Valley Landcare Group/Far East Gippsland 
Landcare Network are working hard on 
proposed restoration works on 400 acres of 
private land. Pictured Rob Fitzclarence of Cann 
Valley Landcare Group. Image Supplied.

Gold Coast conservationists 
working with Watergum are 

using funding for the planting 
of 400 trees to be harvested as 
food for koala. Image Supplied.

Image Supplied.
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An egret on the course. 
Image Supplied.

S outh East Local Land Services 
and Bermagui Country Club, 
with support from the ‘Climate 

Proofing Coastal Saltmarsh’ project, have 
installed signs on Bermagui golf course 
to educate players and the community 
about the importance of maintaining 
healthy coastal saltmarsh habitats. This 
project is supported by South East Local 
Land Services, through funding from 
the Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Program.

“These signs not only educate golfers 
on why it is important to protect 
saltmarsh while golfing, but also the 
general community as many non-golfers 
walk through the course each day.” Said 
Bermagui Country Club Manager Robert 
Beuzeville.

“Hopefully over time having the signs 
here will add to the community’s 
appreciation and understanding of the 
site”.

Coastal saltmarshes are important 
habitats. They provide much needed 
feeding and breeding habitat for native 
fish, birds and crustaceans, they act as 
filters for nutrients and sediments and 

help to reduce erosion and maintain 
water quality. 

“Coastal saltmarshes are also an amazing 
and important carbon sink. They can 
absorb as much as two to four times the 
amount of carbon as tropical rainforests” 
said South East Local Land Services’ 
Sonia Bazzacco.

“The Bermagui Country Club is lucky 
to have some very significant wetland 
communities on the course, hopefully 
the signage will help to inform the 
community about just how special 
these places are and promote that 
understanding of why they should be 
looked after. 

“We’ve been very happy to work with 
Robert and the team to help manage, 
preserve and enhance these communities 
over the last four years.”

The works have been noticed by the 
community and the birds according 
to Bermagui Country Club Course 
Superintendent Dave Thomson “As the 
saltmarsh has re-established I and the 
golfers have noticed an increase in the 
diversity of birds that frequent the area, 
especially wetland birds.”

EDUCATION THE KEY TO 
SALTMARSH REHABILITATION  
AT BERMAGUI COUNTRY CLUB

A   groundswell of support for 
cassowaries has Kuranda 
landowners signing up for 

nature refuges to expand a 100km 
rainforest corridor.

Residents are banding together 
to help the endangered southern 
cassowary by forging voluntary 
conservation agreements to protect 
land into the future.

More than 115 hectares of rainforest 
could become four nature refuges 
after property assessments by the 
Queensland Trust for Nature and 
dozens more landowners are poised  
to forge agreements.

The news comes in a year with 16 
recorded cassowary deaths on roads 
across the Wet Tropics region, two of 
them in the Kuranda area. 

Kuranda Conservation Community 
Nursery’s Jax Bergersen said a 
partnership with Terrain NRM 
and Queensland Trust for Nature 
was streamlining the conservation 
agreement process.  Kuranda 
Conservation received funding from 
Terrain NRM earlier this year to cover 
the cost of nature refuge assessments 
for landholders wanting to place 
greater protections over their land.

“Through this project, we are aiming 
for 120 hectares of habitat protection 
on rural freehold properties with 
extensive cassowary habitat,’’ Ms 
Bergersen said. “The long-term goal 
is for nature refuges all along the 
existing world-heritage cassowary 
corridor.”

She said the world heritage rainforest 
was at its narrowest – just two to 
three kilometres - in the Kuranda 
region. And it was intersected by 
roads including the busy Kuranda 
Range Rd.

Property owner Di Daniels described 
this week’s nature refuge assessment 
on her 97-acre rainforest block as  
“a dream come true”.

“We live in beautiful rainforest with 
cassowaries and many other native 
animals and birds,’’ she said. “We’re 
really privileged to be living in this 
environment. We want to make sure 
the rainforest is conserved after we’re 
gone.’’

Terrain NRM’s Tony O’Malley said the 
grant for Kuranda Conservation was 
part of larger ‘Rebuilding Rainforest 
Resilience’ project including 
revegetation work, a landholder 
incentives program, community 
grants and ways to reduce cassowary 
deaths and injuries on roads. This 
project is supported by Terrain NRM 
through funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare 
Program.

For more information about 
voluntary conservation 
agreements, download an 
information pack at terrain.
org.au/new-factsheets-for-
landholders. Landholders can also 
contact Jax Bergersen on 4093 
8834 or Tony O’Malley on 0437 
728 190.

LANDHOLDERS SIGN UP FOR 
NATURE REFUGES TO EXTEND 
CASSOWARY CORRIDORS

Residents are banding 
together to help the 

endangered southern 
cassowary. Image Liz Gallie.

VIRTUAL FENCING TECHNOLOGY 
FOR NATURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT

S outh Australia’s first virtual 
fencing trial of cattle has 
successfully demonstrated its use 

in protecting a native vegetation area 
from being grazed. 

In the trial conducted at Eden Valley by 
CSIRO in 2019, twenty Santa Gertrudis 
heifers were fitted with Agersens 
eShepherd® pre-commercial neckband 
prototype which trained the cattle 
to respond to an audio cue as they 
approached a virtual fence line within a 
14-ha wire-fenced paddock.

The trial was conducted over a 44-day 
period, with the virtual fence line being 
progressively shifted to prevent cattle 
from grazing an area of river red gum 
saplings within the paddock. By the end 

of the trial the cattle had been excluded 
from this area for 99.8% of the time, with 
no observed damage to the saplings.

This promising result demonstrates the 
potential of virtual fencing technology 
to deliver various NRM outcomes for 
graziers, including: keeping animals 
out of other environmentally sensitive 
areas (e.g. riparian zones, fragile soils), 
reduced overgrazing and erosion, and 
improved maintenance of groundcover 
and weed control.

The Barossa Improved Grazing 
Group has produced a two-page case 
study of CSIRO’s trial results, which 
can be found at biggroup.org.au

Agersens eShepherd® virtual fencing 
system is yet to be commercialised.

T he WA Landcare Network, 
the peak representation 
organisation for community 

based landcare in Western Australia is 
passionate about genuine collaboration 
with First Nations People to jointly 
care for country. 

The network recognises Aboriginal 
Australians as the first coast and 
landcarers of our country and 
recognises their continuing connection 
to land, water and community.  

A new series of case studies promoted 
by the network showcases successful 
collaborations between coast and 
landcare groups and traditional 
owners across Western Australia. 

Mick Davis, Chair, WA Landcare 
Network explained, ‘we hope to inspire 
other landcare groups by sharing what 
can be achieved through the cultivation 
of long-term relationships and 
mutual respect; and how successful 
collaborations can bring great  
benefits to collaborators and 
ultimately to country’. 

‘Showcased in the case study series so 
far are six wonderful stories of genuine 
collaboration. There are many more 
examples out there, we plan to build on 
the series telling other stories as we 
go. We hope people feel more confident 
about getting started by sharing 
elements of our success,’ said Mick.

View WA Landcare Network’s 
Aboriginal Collaboration Case 
Study Series on the Network’s 
website: landcarewa.org.au/
resources/case-studies/

• Gondwana Link Connections Art 
Program - A Noogar – Wadjella 
collaboration bringing culture, art 
and environment together.

• Sharing the Nyungar Calendar, 
Nyungar elders telling their stories 
- Applying Nyungar culture to 
agriculture is helping farmers adapt 
to climate change. 

• Danju -Working Together  - Building 
additional skills and providing job 
opportunities for local Noongar 
people.

• Wooditjup Bilya Protection Strategy 
- Working together to maintain the 
ecological health of the Margaret 
River.

• Collaborations in the Wheatbelt 
- Building relationships with our 
Noongar community. 

• Environs Kimberley’s Nature 
Project - 13 years of collaborating 
with Aboriginal Rangers to look 
after country in the Kimberley.

SHOWCASING GENUINE ABORIGINAL  
COLLABORATION IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Community Art Mural in progress in 
Denmark coordinated by Joey Williams and 

Catherine Mercer of Poornarti Aboriginal 
Tours. Image Basil Schur, Green Skills.

“With my traineeship at Wheatbelt NRM, I have learnt 
about many native plants and trees, enjoyed travelling 
the Wheatbelt and working on country. The last 24 
months have given me many new skills that will help 
me in the future.” Tarkyn Narrier 2019-2020 Aboriginal, 
SchoolBased Trainee. Image Wheatbelt NRM.

Cattle in the Eden Valley 
virtual fencing trial fitted 

with the eShepherd® 
pre-commercial neckband 
prototype. Image Supplied.
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W ith all traces of light planes, 
fire retardant and flames 
gone, the entrance to Namadgi 

National Park in the ACT remains intact 
with heritage buildings saved. But as you 
stare up the mountain laid out before the 
green and water surrounding the visitor 
centre you are faced with blackened 
slopes and charcoal. It’s estimated that 
80 per cent of the park was burnt in this 
year’s fires.

A volunteering event in September, as 
part of a Landcare ACT project, funded 

by the Landcare Australia Bushfire 
Recovery Grant and led by Southern ACT 
Catchment Group, was filled to capacity 
within minutes of being advertised, with 
hundreds keen to help rehabilitate the 
park.

For many, there is an emotional 
connection to place with tears brought 
to the eyes of some as they gazed on the 
damage. But everyone attending simply 
wanted to be part of the solution. 

Kristy Janszen is part of a squad that has 
run in the park every weekend for years. 

She said she’s no expert but wanted to  
do what she could.

“When it burnt down we were really 
upset, and this is just one thing I thought 
we could do to help,” she said.

“It’s emotional looking up at the 
mountain and seeing it the way it is, we 
used to be out here every weekend and 
it was just so beautiful with all the lyre 
birds and other wildlife.”

Paul Ratcliffe is a seasoned ParkCare 
volunteer.

“The bushfire really added to the damage 
done by the 2003 bushfires,” he said. “It’s 
a really important biodiversity hotspot 
that needs to be protected.”

Volunteers spent the day dividing 
and replanting Dianella, weeding and 
removing wire and star pickets. They 
are looking forward to moving further 
into the park to rehabilitate burnt out 
areas across the next seven events. This 
program has also been undertaken in 
partnership with the ACT Government.

NAMADGI PARK BUSHFIRE RECOVERY

PREYING ON PESKY  
PASTURE PESTS

C entral Victoria’s Great Victorian 
Rail Trail provides an important 
ecological function, allowing 

animal species to move between patches 
of remnant bushland, waterways and 
state forest. The trail requires ongoing 
maintenance and supplementary 
planting to help secure and maintain its 
biodiversity values. Since 2017, VicTrack 
Landcare Grants to the Upper Goulburn 
Landcare Network (UGLN) have help 
support this work. 

Last year, the Network’s ongoing project, 
Pedalling the Great Victorian Rail Trail 

with Landcare, focused on reducing high-
threat noxious and environmental weeds 
and improving habitat conditions across 
the length of the rail trail. 

With the assistance of the Limestone 
and Merton CFA, three ecological burns 
helped to control weeds, promote new 
weed growth and increase native species 
diversity in high-conservation value 
native grassland areas of the trail.  The 
burns also assisted in regenerating 
native herbs, groundcovers and 
wildflowers present in these  
special areas. 

For areas along the Rail Trail that 
lacked natural hollows, Yea High School 
woodwork students helped construct 
and install 40 nest boxes with observers 
noting instant benefit to local wildlife, 
including Sugar Gliders.

Working with a cross-section of the 
local community, the Upper Goulburn 
Landcare Network successfully 
focused on controlling 32kms of woody 
environmental, state and nationally 
listed noxious and environmental weeds 
in areas of biodiversity significance 
along the Rail Trail, as well as planting 

locally indigenous species. Weed removal 
and revegetation to fill-in gaps and 
understory diversity in the natural 
vegetation has ensured the improved 
condition and connectivity of the native 
vegetation, and suppressed weeds from 
returning.

A VicTrack Landcare Grant is continuing 
to support the Upper Goulburn Landcare 
Network in 2020 to help maintain strong, 
community-led involvement in the Rail 
Trail and help ensure its important 
biodiversity values are protected and 
enhanced.

PEDALLING THE GREAT VICTORIAN RAIL TRAIL WITH LANDCARE

Controlled ecological burns helped 
to control weeds along the Great 

Victorian Rail Trail. Image Supplied.U nder Regional Land 
Partnerships, which forms 
part of the Australian 

Government’s National Landcare 
Program, Regional Agriculture 
Landcare Facilitators, also known 
as RALFs, support farmers, industry 
and community groups to adopt 
new and innovative sustainable 
agriculture practices. Establishing 
and building partnerships with these 
key groups is central to the RALF role, 
as well as supporting their Natural 
Resource Management organisation’s 
agriculture projects.

The RALF role is unique. They are out 
on the ground assisting stakeholders, 
conduits of information and are 
the key contacts for sustainable 
agriculture in their community. So 
how does one become a RALF and what 
do RALFs find most rewarding about 
the role?  The department interviewed 
Kerstie Lee, RALF for Goulburn Broken 

in Victoria, to find out. 

Kerstie was born and raised in 
Victoria and spent her childhood 
growing up on a dairy farm in West 
Gippsland. Initially trained as an 
Occupational Therapist, retrained in 
horticulture and permaculture design 
and moving on to complete a Diploma 
in Conservation Land Management 
in 2011, Kerstie has been working in 
Landcare ever since.

When asked how she became a RALF, 
Kerstie advised: “I have been working 
as a Landcare Facilitator under 
the Victorian Landcare Facilitator 
Program since 2011, in the regional 
area of Mansfield, which is at the base 
of the high country and Mt Buller. I 
am still working in that capacity two 
days a week. I was also offered a part 
time RALF role in Goulburn Broken to 
cover maternity leave. That was two 
years ago, and I am still here because I 
enjoy the opportunity to think broadly 

THE ROAD TO BECOMING  
A REGIONAL AGRICULTURE  
LANDCARE FACILITATOR

and strategically about the Goulburn 
Broken region.” 

When asked the most rewarding part 
of being a RALF, Kerstie said: “I love 
being able to strategically plan to try 
and gain the best possible solutions 
for landholders within the Goulburn 
Broken region from a landscape 
systems perspective. I really love being 
able to listen to what landholders 
are saying and then develop ideas, 
connections and practical projects 
that could improve the sustainability 
of the land and demonstrate 
thoughtful actions as a result.” 

Kerstie spends much of her time 

engaging and communicating with her 
stakeholders, as well as undertaking 
a lot of planning. “For every hour of 
events being run or hosted, there is 
about five to ten hours of work behind 
the scenes to organise the event and 
collaborate with project coordinators.”

If you are a farmer, landholder 
or in a community group, and 
don’t know who your RALF is and 
how they could assist you, visit: 
agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/
natural-resources/landcare/
national-landcare-program/
landcare-facilitators

Kerstie Lee, RALF for 
Goulburn Broken, Victoria. 
Image Supplied. 

A volunteering event in September 
was filled to capacity within minutes 

of being advertised, with hundreds 
keen to help rehabilitate the park. 

Image Supplied
The aim of the project was to improve 

pasture management practices so 
graziers are less reliant on chemical 

options as the go-to strategy for 
managing pasture pests. Image Supplied

T hroughout 2019-20, the Port 
Phillip and Westernport 
Catchment Management 

Authority delivered a one-year pilot 
project that provided farmers with 
information on implementing an 
Integrated Pest Management strategy 
(IPM) in their pasture systems.

The aim of the project was to improve 
pasture management practices so 
graziers are less reliant on chemical 
options as the go-to strategy for 
managing pasture pests.

This was done through educational 
events with a local farmer discussion 
group and a demonstration site set 
up and monitored to trial a new IPM 
approach for pastures that reduced 
pest numbers whilst minimising 
impacts to beneficial insects.

The project was funded through 
Ripe For Change (delivered through 
Sustainable Table) and delivered 
in partnership with Western Port 
Catchment Landcare Network’s Smart 
Farming for Western Port project. 

The trial involved using a specific 
sowing sequence for renovating a 
pasture. Pests such as the reg-legged 
earth mite and lucerne flea target 
broadleaf species, depleting their 
nutrients and therefore reducing 
the nutrients available to grazing 
livestock.

The trial’s assumption was to sow a 
pasture mix that is less susceptible 
to pests first, then once it was 
established, direct drill and add seeds 
during a second pass (appx 6 months 
after depending on the crop and 
season).

This meant the seeds have a greater 
chance at the cotyledon stage as 
the invertebrates that feed on this 
early leaf stage have effectively been 
starved out. Broadleaf species such as 
clovers are more likely to flourish and 
chemical intervention is less likely.

The early results show that this 
technique can contribute to reducing 
pasture pests, reduce the need for 
chemical control and encourage 
beneficial invertebrates. However 

as this was a 12 month project, the 
result are only preliminary and more 
trials and monitoring is needed.

A short video of the 
demonstration site is available 
ppwcma.vic.gov.au/pest-

management-trial-yields-
positive-results.

A field guide for pasture pests 
and predators and a full case 
study will be available on the 
PPWCMA website.
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TASMANIAN SCHOOL BUILDS MICROBAT HABITAT

2021 NATIONAL LANDCARE CONFERENCE & AWARDS 
SHARE, LEARN AND CONNECT WITH LANDCARE PEOPLE AND PROJECTS ACROSS AUSTRALIA 

G agebrook Primary School, 
located on the outskirts 
of rural Hobart, wanted to 

mitigate the loss of local natural 
Microbat habitat. These tiny mammals 
are losing their homes due to tree 
removal associated with urbanisation.

To help the Microbats, the school was 
successful in receiving a Woolworths 
Junior Landcare Grant.  

Using their grant funding, students 
at Gagebrook built and installed 
nesting boxes to encourage Microbats 
to roost and breed in the area.  This 
was a whole of school project, which 
created a common sense of purpose, 
and enhanced peer and community 
relationships.

Providing Microbat habitat has created 
additional opportunities for the 
species to roost and breed. 

T he National Landcare Conference 
is the largest knowledge sharing 
convention for the Landcare 

community. This national event brings

together groups and volunteers, 
landholders and farmers, Traditional 
Land managers and research agencies, 
facilitators and natural resource 
management professionals to share 
insights, learn and connect.

All speakers and delegates have a 
common purpose – a combined vision to 
restore and protect the environment in 
their local community

through sustainable land management 
and conservation activities.

Hosted by Landcare Champion and ABC 
TV host, Costa Georgiadis, the 2021 
National Landcare Conference program 
promises to provide inspiring ideas 
and insights centred on the themes of 
sustainable agriculture, the impact of 
landcare activities, the protection and 
restoration of the environment, climate 
change mitigation and resilience, and 
creating community partnerships.

In the lead up to the conference, Landcare 
Australia will host monthly conference 

webinars via the online community 
platform Landcarer. The webinars will 
provide everyone an opportunity to 
listen to the many organisations and 
individuals who have submitted an 
abstract, and understand how they can 
apply the learnings to their landcare 
activities.

The National Landcare Awards will be 
hosted during the National Landcare 
Conference with the 69 finalists for the 
nine national award categories. The gala 
dinner will include the presentation of 
the Bob Hawke Landcare Award.

Due to Covid, the National Landcare 
Conference and the National Landcare 
Awards events were to take place in 
2020, however they will now take place 
on August 4-6, 2021. The venue is the 
International Convention Centre, Darling 
Harbour in Sydney.

The 2021 State and Territory Landcare 
Awards program will be launched early 
2021.

For more information about the 
Landcare Conference and Awards 
events, and the webinar program, 
please visit landcareaustralia.com.au

The 120 students involved in the 
Microbat Habitat project gained 
a sense of joined learning and 
achievement. They have also 
discovered a sense of connection 
to the environment and the wider 
community.

A special ‘Bat Assembly’ was organised 
to showcase the children’s work. They 
shared informative posters with the 
scientific knowledge they had gained 
through the project. They also created 
digital displays and songs to share 
their learnings. 

The project is continuing in the form of 
maintenance and monitoring. 

A Year 3 student at Gagebrook Primary 
School provided feedback on why this 
was an important project. “They’re the 
only flying mammal and they can be 
our backyard buddies.”

Students at Gagebrook Primary School painting 
the nesting boxes they built to encourage 

Microbats to roost and breed. Image Supplied.

The 2021 National Landcare Conference 
program will be hosted by Landcare 

Champion and ABC TV host, Costa 
Georgiadis. Image Supplied.

We are asking Australian farmers to tell their Landcare story by using their 
mobile phone to record a short video that will be published on the Landcare 
Farming website. Share your Landcare story and tell us about your passion for 
farming and the environment. We want to know more about your stewardship 
of the land supported by Landcare, With great prizes to be won, it’s easy to 
get involved either as a farmer or as a Landcare group. Contact us for more 
information and we will send you a campaign kit to help you create your video.

Find out more: www.landcareaustralia.org.au/landcarelegacy

Help shape the future of Landcare Farming
Grassroots input is being sought for a new strategy to guide the 
Landcare Farming Program.

Input is being sought to develop 
a common set of benchmarks and 
performance indicators using best 
management practices to measure 
participation and success of on 
farm stewardship for Australian 
land managers.
Landcare Farming is seeking 
expressions of interest from land 
managers wishing to help design 
and test a common set of practices 

WHAT’S YOUR 
LANDCARE STORY?

Grab your phone or camera and join the My 
Landcare Legacy campaign. 

Environmental footprint 
What’s your farm’s carbon footprint? Why is natural capital 
important? Would you like to know more?

Roundtable events are being rolled out to get feedback from each State and 
Territory Landcare Peak Organisation (STO) and its groups, networks and 
members into the strategy.

The roundtables are developed with STOs to make it easy for their Landcare 
communities to get involved.

Feedback will be sought on:

• current successes
• farmer and landholder priorities for improved management of soil, water 

and biodiversity
• resource needs, knowledge gaps and priorities across agriculture
• communication preferences for target audiences
• adoption and extension pathways
• simple reporting and monitoring systems to demonstrate results and 

impact
• how to increase recognition and support for the Landcare Farming Program
• potential flagship initiatives.

The Landcare Farming Program is 
rolling out workshops across Australia 
to support farmers in establishing 
environmental and carbon footprint 
benchmarks.

What? Industry experts will work 
with farmers to enter their property 
information data into an accounting 
system to provide a baseline and 
to identify opportunities in their 
enterprise. The outputs from each 
workshop will support the development 
of future Landcare Farming Program 
investment projects.

Who? Workshops are open to livestock, 
broadacre cropping and horticulture 
enterprises across Australia’s major 
farming regions.

When? Workshops will be rolled out 
from late 2020 to mid-2021.

and principles  that can be used to 
demonstrate tangible outcomes to 
agriculture, ecosystem services and 
our broader community.  It is proposed 
that a national set of soil, water and 
biodiversity indicators be crafted from 
existing sustainability strategies for 
the cotton, livestock, horticulture, dairy 
and grain sectors.

The Landcare Farming Program has 
identified six common themes from 

the current Australian agricultural 
sector sustainability strategies 
to underpin the Landcare farming 
Principles. These include: 

1. Vegetation management and 
ecosystem enhancement

2. Managing groundcover to promote 
improved soil and water outcomes

3. Increased biodiversity and 
landscape stewardship

Australia’s Landcare Farming Program needs your help

For more information about the activities in the Landcare Farming Program, please contact: mick.taylor@landcareaustralia.com.au
Or visit the Landcare Farming Website: www.landcarefarming.org.au

4. Managing the carbon and natural 
capital footprint to meet market 
opportunities

5. Drought resilience

6. People, planning and personal 
performance - understanding 
personality types and developing 
people and business skills for 
increased confidence with decision 
making.

You will leave the workshop with: 

• a tailored report with a clear 
understanding of environmental 
and carbon footprint benchmarks 
for your business

• comparison of your footprint with 
industry benchmarks 

• a plan identifying the strengths, 
weaknesses, threats and 
opportunities in your carbon or 
environmental account

• a knowledge of pathways to improve 
your environmental and carbon 
footprint benchmarks for your 
business

• the opportunity to expand your 
knowledge further and support 
your community by becoming 
an accredited natural capital 
accounting expert.

 This project is supported by Landcare Australia and the National Landcare Network 
through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.



International Convention Centre, 
Darling Harbour, Sydney.

The National Landcare Conference is the largest knowledge sharing convention for the Landcare community. This national event brings 
together groups and volunteers, landholders and farmers, Traditional Land managers and research agencies, facilitators and natural resource 
management professionals to share insights, learn and connect.

All speakers and delegates have a common purpose – a combined vision to restore and protect the environment in their local community 
through sustainable land management and conservation activities.

Hosted by Landcare Champion and ABCTV host, Costa Georgiadis, the 2021 National Landcare Conference program promises to provide 
inspiring ideas and insights on the themes of sustainable agriculture, the impact of landcare activities, protection and restoration of the 
environment, climate change mitigation and resilience, and creating community partnerships.

In the lead up to the conference, Landcare Australia will host monthly conference webinars via the online community platform Landcarer. 
The webinars will provide everyone an opportunity to listen to the many organisations and individuals who have submitted an abstract, and 
understand how they can apply the learnings to their Landcare activities.

For more information about the 2021 National Landcare Conference and the 2021 National Landcare Awards please visit 
www.landcareaustralia.com.au

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

2021
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LANDCARE

CONFERENCE

AWARDS

WEDNESDAY 4 TO FRIDAY 6 AUGUST

THURSDAY 5 AUGUST


